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9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜǎ:   HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SEND IN 2010 RENEWAL DUES 

Pueblo HAM Club Officers wish a year full of happiness, good health, and radio adventure to all of our 

members.  In process are a variety of ideas intended to further develop the club membership as well 

as individual knowledge and participation.  We ask that you please bear with us and lend support as 

we attempt to make the PHC a more enjoyable and interactive experience for our members. 

Monthly Meeting: January 11, 2010 ς 7:00 p.m.   @ 

1340 E. Evans WDSL Conference Room:  Whattmeter? 

Please remember to check out www.pueblohamclub.com! 

NET PARTICIPATION: ALL members are encouraged to demonstrate their support 

for our club by taking time to participate in the PHC weekly net, Wednesdays at 

7:00 p.m. on the 146.79 repeater.  Most nets last less than twenty five minutes.  

ARES Net Sundays @ 1930 p.m.  W4CHZ is sending reminders via text so if you 

want a reminder let him know @ 248-6336. 

SATURDAY MORNING BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP 7:00 A.M. @ CITY DINER 

http://www.pueblohamclub.com/


CHANGE IS HERE!!!!!!!!!!!!  
L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎǘŜŀƭ {ǘŀƴΩǎ ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜŜǘing minutes from 3 January 2010, 

but some things require special attention to get out to the Gridleak readers ASAP! 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƭǳō aŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘŀΩǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

the past.  These monthly meetings will now be known as PHC Amateur Radio Classrooms and will be 

held at the WDSL offices located at 1340 E. Evans (corner of Central and Evans in Bessemer) on the 

regularly scheduled 2nd Monday of the month time slot starting at 7:00 p.m.  It is the intent that all 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎέ ƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǳǇ 

expertise/knowledge and to promote interest of all hams in the area in PHC and its activities.  Radios 

require functional antennas and WDSL has these available for actual demonstrations during programs ς 

please attend! 

Board Meetings will now be held the last Sunday of the month @ 6:30 p.m. at the WDSL offices located 

at 1340 E. Evans.  Here we will discuss the minutiae and details of club business thereby separating the 

boring and tedious from the educational and interesting events of the PHC Amateur Radio Classroom 

sessions.  This meeting will also serve as a last-ditch effort time slot to get time sensitive information 

into the coming Gridleak.   

The Gridleak has been tardy at times and after absolutely horrible lashings W4CHZ has committed to not 

sleep after the Board Meeting until the Gridleak is ready for publication and at the printer the following 

aƻƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ  ό9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŎŀǾŜŀǘ ς anything lengthy needs to still be submitted prior to the meeting ς 

Gridleak will be finished and ready at the meeting with 1 page reserved for Board Meeting information 

which needs published prior to the upcoming PHC Amateur Classroom event.) 

We are amateur radio operators and PROUD of it!  Therefore ς in the coming months be prepared to 

have a picture taken by the PHC Officers ς we will then take that picture and make every PHC member 

who attends the Board Meetings or Classrooms a laminated ID badge, membership card, and certificate 

of membership suitable for framing.  Stay tuned ς a free set of Ginsu steak knives may be offered as a 

ŘƻƻǊ ǇǊƛȊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΧ 

Field Events and social events are a mainstay of amateur radio and PHC.  We also feel that the 

educational side of the hobby deserves equal attention.  In months where a field event or social event is 

planned all possible efforts will be made to still incorporate the regularly scheduled PHC Amateur 

/ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦ  ¢ƻǇƛŎǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀǊŜ ǿƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ς please have your 

ideas and expertise ready to lend to this focused effort of making PHC a leader in amateur radio clubs!      

               ----------  W4CHZ 



IMPORTANT DATES 
 

January 11:  PHC Amateur Radio Classroom, 7:00 p.m. @ 1340 E. Evans ςTopic:   Whattmeter? 

Dave Balsick (WB0DMQ) is scheduled to present an illuminating discussion on 

wattmeters and what they really tell the user.  Do you understand RMS versus Average or what 

kind of wattmeter you currently have and when to use which meter for what purpose and why?  

After this informative meeting all questions you have will be answered! 

January 31:  Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. @ 1340 E. Evans 

February  8:  PHC Amateur Radio Classroom, 7:00 p.m. @ 1340 E. Evans ςTopic:   Digital HF 

Bill Nicoll (K0CGQ) is scheduled to demonstrate HF digital modes.  After an excellent 

presentation by an amateur in Colorado Springs last year, several club members have purchased 

the requisite equipment for entering into this fun mode of operation.  Work the world on 50 

watts no problem is the rumor ς come see what it is all about.  Several stations will likely be 

operational for hands-on use. 

February 21:  PHC Pizza Party Social Event ς location TBA next month and on nets 

February 28:  Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. @ 1340 E. Evans 

March 8:   PHC Amateur Radio Classroom, 7:00 p.m. @ 1340 E. Evans ς¢ƻǇƛŎΥ   орΩ aƛǊŀŎƭŜ ¢ƻǿŜǊ 

John Fredericks (WA9SBX) is scheduled to present how-to inforƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀ орΩ 

tower he has designed which precludes the use of a tower climber to change antennas or 

modify the set-up.  As we all get older having the benefits of a tower with the easy flexibility of 

changing the components is increasingly important.  Rumor has it that the basics of antenna 

rotor installation and use will also be covered in this class. 

March 28:  Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. @ 1340 E. Evans 

April 12:  Amateur Radio Classroom, 7:00 p.m. @ 1340 E. Evans ςTopic:   Basic Rig Tune-Up 

Numerous PHC members will converge to give a basic how-to course in tuning up and 

checking out an existing HF/VHF/UHF rig.  Ever wondered what the true output of your rig is or 

is it really on frequency?   Volunteer your rig for the demonstration and we will find out!  

Equipment used will range from the basic to the ultimate ς come see an actual demonstration of 

diagnostics at work! 

April 25:  Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. @ 1340 E. Evans 



May 10:  Amateur Radio Classroom, 7:00 p.m. @ 1340 E. Evans ςTopic:   Towers and Trees ς 101 

Chas (W4CHZ) will present the basics of tower work and tree work relating to antennas 

and amateur radio operators.  Basics from antenna rigging to coax runs and which trees can be 

trusted will be covered.  Even if you never leave the ground knowing the basics will make you a 

better worker on the ground and safer for the individual doing the high work.  Come learn! 

aŀȅ ноΥ  .ƻŀǊŘ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ сΥол ǇΦƳΦ Ϫ мопл 9Φ 9Ǿŀƴǎ όbh¢9Υ  άƻŦŦ-ŘŀǘŜέ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ Řŀȅ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ 

30th) 

June 14:  Amateur Radio Classroom, 7:00 p.m. @ 1340 E. Evans ςTopic:   Lessons of the Go-Box 

Chas (W4CHZ) has a long-standing love of boxes.  Boxes are wonderful.  In the last 5 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ άƎƻ-ōƻȄέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǇƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ICκ±κ¦ 

station ready for deployment at any opportunity.  Many failures and caveats in planning have 

been encountered on the way ς come learn about his latest design which seems to have hit the 

mark and one person can still lift easily. 

June 26-27:  FIELD DAY ς location TBD @ next board meeting 

 

Not enough activities in the next 6 months?  OK ς ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǘ 

in stone at this time: 

Repeater Nights:  In a quest to finish the 900 Mhz linking scheme for our repeaters a series of nights will 

be planned for interested parties to come help build the necessary components that will allow this plan 

to culminate.  In addition to learning how the linking process will work ς participants will also have the 

opportunity to build and tweak the necessary elements together into a working system prior to 

installation in the field. 

LƳǇǊƻƳǇǘǳ άCƛŜƭŘ 5ŀȅǎέΥ  9ǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƘǳƴƪŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎǊŀō ǎƻƳŜ ƎŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΚ  .ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ 

visibility and public education of amateur radio and the PHC to the public-at-large is of continued 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ άƎǊŀōƛǘŀƴŘƎƻέ Řŀȅǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ 

notice to meet at an approved location and we set-up the radios, log a few contacts, then break down 

and have dinner or drinks somewhere to discuss the kudos and oopsies of the day.  Do you want to be 

the one who has to make up an excuse because your rig is not ready to deploy?  Prepare now ς as soon 

as the weather is good anything could happen! 



Pueblo Ham Club Minutes December 14, 2009 

The Minutes were approved from last month as printed in the Gridleak. 

Dave Balsick the Treasurer reported on expenses and income with a final balance 

of $6,846.15 in our checking account.  

The committee was scheduled to do an audit this month. It was voted to pay the 

bills and accept the treasurer's report. 

The majority of the meeting was spent on discussing the future plans for 

increasing our membership and schedule more events and programs. 

Bill Nicoll appointed members to 2 committees to report next month. 

The Membership committee consists of Dick Chenault, Dave Balsick, Jon Fredricks 

and Bill Nicoll. 

The Events committee is Chaz Carmichael, Dwight Maxey, Fe Anna Balsick, Harley 

Merchant, Ted Lungwitz, Leora McGee and Bill Nicoll. 

Even if you are not on a committee please pass along your ideas to the committee 

members and help our club grow and get stronger. 

Submitted by Stanley Clark WB0JRG Secretary 

 

 



  

 



It Seems to Us: Not an Emergency Radio Service? 

By David Sumner, K1ZZ 

ARRL Chief Executive Officer  

January 01, 2010 

 

The FCC raised a few eyebrows by including the following sentence 
in its Public Notice DA 09-2259 (see page 72, this issue): "While the 
value of the amateur service to the public as a voluntary 
noncommercial communications service, particularly with respect to 
providing emergency communications, is one of the underlying 
principles of the amateur service, the amateur service is not an 
emergency radio service [emphasis added]." 

 

We might take umbrage at that, but the fact is that you'd be hard pressed to find a definition for 

"emergency radio service" -- or any other radio service that would qualify as one. The ITU Radio 

Regulations make no use of the term; rather, the ITU defines "safety service" as "Any 

radiocommunication service used permanently or temporarily for the safeguarding of human life 

and property" and offers radionavigation and other safety services a bit of extra protection 

against harmful interference. The ITU recognizes that a wide variety of radio services including 

the amateur and amateur-satellite services play a role in public protection and disaster relief 

(PPDR). 

Even the FCC itself no longer uses the term "emergency radio service." There was once a Special 

Emergency Radio Service (SERS) but it disappeared a decade ago in a consolidation of Private 

Land Mobile Radio services. SERS spectrum is now part of the Public Safety Pool. 

So, let's not waste a lot of energy worrying about what the FCC thinks we are not. Like many 

other radio services, the amateur service sometimes provides emergency communications. That's 

not our day-in, day-out function, but neither is it the daily function of any other radio service 

that's defined in the FCC rules. The point that the FCC presumably was trying to make is that we 

are not just an emergency radio service. We have a much broader mission as "a voluntary, non-

commercial communication service authorized for the purpose of self-training, 

intercommunication and technical investigations carried out by licensed persons interested in 

radio technique solely with a personal aim and without pecuniary interest." Our "self-training, 

intercommunication and technical investigations" are what create our value to the public. That 

value doesn't come from our licenses; it comes from the knowledge we have acquired, the skills 

we have developed, and the stations we have constructed in pursuit of our "personal aims" in the 

field of radiocommunication. 



The result is a radio service that is uniquely equipped to serve in emergencies. If we're not an 

"emergency radio service" it is only because we are so much more. 

Watch the Band Edges! 

Following the relocation of most broadcasting stations from the 7100-7200 kHz band there has 

been a significant increase in DX activity by US amateurs on 40 meter phone. Judging from what 

we're hearing and what others are reporting from around the country, a reminder about band 

edges is in order. 

When in SSB mode, most transceivers display the frequency of the suppressed carrier. This can 

be a bit confusing, because ideally your station isn't emitting any energy at all on that frequency. 

All of your transmitter power is going into the voice passband that extends roughly from 300 to 

3000 Hz on one side or the other of that frequency. 

The bottom edge of the US phone band for Amateur Extra and Advanced licensees is 7125 kHz. 

Without getting into hair-splitting debates about how wide your SSB signal might be compared 

to others, if you're operating on lower sideband (LSB) with a carrier frequency below 7128 kHz 

you're out of the band because some of your transmitter power is below 7125 kHz. For General 

licensees the band edge is 7175 kHz, so the lowest carrier frequency a General can use on LSB is 

7178 kHz. At the top edge, as long as you're on LSB the situation is different; if you're confident 

that your opposite sideband and carrier suppression are up to snuff you can snuggle up to the 

band edge of 7300 kHz. 

Two other bands where "falling off the edge" is too common an occurrence are 20 and 17 meters, 

and here -- because upper sideband (USB) is the norm on these bands -- the problem occurs at 

the top end. Carrier frequencies above 14,347 kHz and 18,165 kHz respectively are verboten. On 

these bands the lower band edge is not generally a problem because on USB, the carrier and 

lower sideband are suppressed. 

As station licensees and control operators we are responsible for the proper operation of our 

stations. If a DX Cluster spot lures us out of the US phone band that's our fault, not the spotter's. 

If a DX station is on 18,160 kHz and is listening "5 to 10 up" it's our fault, not his, if we go up 

more than 5. And as long as we're talking about 17 meters -- a great band, by the way -- US 

amateurs must remember that RTTY and data modes are not allowed above 18,110 kHz, even if 

a RTTY DX pileup extends above that frequency. And remember, too, that if you're generating a 

RTTY or data signal by injecting audio into an SSB transmitter your actual operating frequency 

is different from what's shown on your display. How much different? Only you and your 

software know for sure! 

 
 

   

 



Organizational Structure 

President  Bill Nicoll  KØCGQ  671-1744 bill@billnicoll.com 
Vice President  Chas. T. Carmichael W4CHZ  248-6336 loggerchas@gmail.com 
Secretary  Stan Clark  WBØJRG  542-6085 wbØjrg@comcast.net 
Treasurer  Dave Balsick  WBØDMQ 240-1554 wbØdmq@arrl.net 
Board Member  Leora McGee  KCØDUX  542-2039 kcØdux@comcast.net 
Board Member  Harley Merchant  KCØZEM  696-0620 judgeless999@hotmail.com 
Board Member      Dick Chenault  N5BDC  25221752 dchenault@pdq.net 
Gridleak Editor  Chas. T. Carmichael W4CHZ  248-6336 loggerchas@gmail.com 
Historian  Dave Balsick  WBØDMQ 240-1554 wbØdmq@arrl.net 
Programs   
Publicity   Bill Nicoll  KØCGQ  671-1744 bill@billnicoll.com 
Field Day  Chas. T. Carmichael W4CHZ  248-6336 loggerchas@gmail.com 
Net Control  Merchant  KCØZEM  696-0620 judgeless999@hotmail.com 

Repeater Chairman  Dave Balsick  WBØDMQ 240-1554 wbØdmq@arrl.net 
Parliamentarian  John Fredericks  WA9SBX  547-7537 wa9sbx@aol.com 
ARES EC    Chas. T. Carmichael W4CHZ  248-6336 loggerchas@gmail.com 
VEC   Ed McCandless  AAØXP  546-9513 aaØxp@comcast.net 
Repeater Trustee  Deb Balsick  NDØQ  250-0421 ndØqdeb@iwon.com 
 

 

GRIDLEAK DISCLAIMER... 

The GRIDLEAK is published by the Pueblo Ham Club, INC., P.O. Box 92, Pueblo, CO  81002.  The deadline 

for articles submitted for publication is the 20th of the month prior to the article being published.  

Members are encouraged to submit original articles.  Please send all correspondence to the above club 

address.  Permission is granted to reprint any article in the GRIDLEAK as long as credit is given to both 

the original author and the GRIDLEAK.  All submissions are considered the opinion of the authors and do 

not necessarily reflect the opinion of Pueblo Ham Club In. or the Editor.  Articles are considered for 

editorial content and the PHC is not responsible for technical or editorial errors.  Chas. T. Carmichael.  

W4CHZ, Editor.  Email articles to loggerchas@gmail.com  A KEY TO GETTING THIS OUT ON TIME IS FOR PEOPLE 

TO GET ME THEIR INFORMATION IN ON TIME.  FRIENDLY REMINDER...  IF THE CONTENT IS NOT WHAT INTERESTS YOU 

THEN PLEASE TAKE THE TIME AND SUBMIT ARTICLES FOR PUBLICATION TO THE EDITOR!   
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOR PUEBLO HAM CLUB INC. 

 

Date:______________    ARRL Member?  _____________  New Member/Renewal?  ______________ 

Name:  _____________________________________ 

Address:  ___________________________________ 

City:  ________________   State:  _________  ZIP:  _____________ 

CALL:  _______________________  CLASS:  __________________ 

Phone:  _________________  Email:  __________________________ 

Additional Family Members to Join/Renew 

 

Name  ___________________________  Call:  __________________     Class:  _____________ 

Name  ___________________________  Call:  __________________     Class:  _____________ 

Name  ___________________________  Call:  __________________     Class:  _____________ 

Would you like your Gridleak to be delivered by email or regular mail?  ___________________ 

COSTS:  Full Member $20,  Senior (60+) $15, Associate $15, Family $30 

                 Senior Family $22.50, Student $15.   Make checks payable to "PHC" 



PUEBLO HAM CLUB, INC. 
P.O. BOX 92 
PUEBLO, CO  81002 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

 
 
 
 
 
AT A GLANCE PUEBLO HAM CLUB ACTIVITIES 
 
Upcoming Meetings:  Jan 11, Feb 8, March 08 
 
PHC WEEKLY NET:  7:00 P.M. EVERY WEDNESDAY  
ARES NET: 1930 EVERY SUNDAY 
(both on 146.79 repeater) 
 


